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Abstract

This study aims at content analyzing (Al Urdun) newspaper during the
Transjordan era to get acquainted with the agenda setting of an important
media coverage in the history of Jordanian journalism, and to know its role
in focusing on important issues during that period, as well as to discover the
social and political facts that the Jordanians lived during the period (1927-
1946).

Since all the newspaper's editions were not available, the analysis was
restricted to the years (1930- 1943).

The analysis conducted on the contents of (Al Urdun) newspaper
during this period answered the main question raised in this study which is:
What was the agenda setting of the (Al Urdun) newspaper during the
Emirate era? From this major question, ten more sub-questions were derived
that focused on types of content, analysis, the journalistic contents, the
identity and types of Arab contents, how to treat official and unofficial local
contents, as well as the sources, the types of advertisements published in (Al
Urdun) newspaper and if these issues "agenda" were identical to historic
texts when compared together.

Content analysis of the newspaper has shown that it had mainly
focused on local issues, particularly social, official and unofficial political
issues. It also published a great deal of international and Arab news. The
newspaper focused on the Palestinian issue and it was considered a core
Issue if compared with other contents in the newspaper in relation to the



Arab world. This comes to prove that it was of major interest to the editor of
this important type of medium.

This research showed that the contents of (Al Urdun) newspaper
varied from news items to analysis. It also included advertisements,
photographs and drawings but above all, the news formed more than half of
the contents of the newspaper during the period (1930- 1943).
Advertisements came at the second place. Editorials formed half of the news
analysis and then came literary texts. As for social contents, they had the
highest rate, and sports got the lowest rate at all. Most issues published in the
newspaper were social, political and economic and the least were
educational, agricultural, sports and health issues.

(Al Urdun) newspaper was highly concerned with publishing local
news and then came international and Arab issues. It also published official
and unofficial local issues and focused on executive and judicial issues as
well. However, it neglected issues pertaining to mandatory power.

Officials were major sources of the newspaper; but it also depended
on unofficial sources. Governmental advertisements had the highest rate
among advertisements published in the newspaper. One can notice that
issues in the agenda were in harmony with the history of Jordan, regarding
major events.

The study distinguished between the emirate's journalism and the
present of journalism, and found out that advertisements published in the
newspaper were different from those published in present journalism as
cigarettes and alcoholic drinks were published then. Journalistic
commentaries were mixed with editorials. (Al Urdun) newspaper also did
not use news agencies much in its coverage of local, Arab and international
issues.

The newspaper suffered from good journalistic production, and it was
clear that the different journalistic types mingled with each other, a matter
that we do not see nowadays.

The newspaper did not also use the appropriate and needed punctuation.
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